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a superficial look at history reveals that no level of human progress goes in on the 
wheels of inevitability. Rather, it seems clear that every step towards the goals of 
justice and freedom requires sacrifice, suffering and struggle. Social progress is 
never attained by passive waiting. It comes only through the tireless efforts and 
passionate concern of dedicated individuals. Without this persistent work, time 
itself becomes an ally of the insurgent and primitive forces of irrational emo- 
tionalism and social stagnation. So we are challenged to work indefatigibly for the 
full realization of the dream of brotherhood and integration. This is no time for 
apathy nor complacency. This is a time for vigorous and positive action. 

***** 
America, the first nation to electrify the world with a new concept of man’s ca- 

pability of self-rule without monarchs or regents, must fulfill the promises of its 
constitution and Declaration of Independence. Failing this, no power of nuclear 
weapon or limitless wealth can prevent the steady [remainder missing] 
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9.  The publishedversion of the speech includes King’s concluding sentence: “Failing this, no power 
of nuclear weapon or limitless wealth can prevent the steady erosion and diminishing of its grandeur 
in a century of climactic changes.” 

To Bradford P. Laws 

24 May ‘958 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King had responded with qualijed interest to an I I February poposalfiom Laws 
to represent him through Laws5 public re1ations)firm.l In a 19 May letter .Laws 
recommended a $500 minimum for King? speaking engagements and inftmed him 
that all organizations requesting an appearance would be “checked against the 
Subversive List issued by the Attorney General of the United States.” 

Mr. Bradford P. Laws 
Bradford P. Laws Associates 
2432 N. Broadway 
Phi [ ilkg~bk] 

1 .  In his 17 March reply King indicated: “I am inclined to experiment with your plan as long as it 
does not interfere with personal engagements that I, myself, would arrange.” He also encouraged 
Laws to consider representing Ralph Abernathy: “He is avery forceful and dynamic speaker and much 
in demand.” Laws likely met King at Bright Hope Baptist Church in Philadelphia, where King spoke 
on 29 December 1957 (Laws to King, 1 1  February 1958). 410 
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Dear Mr. Laws: 24 May 
‘958 In reply to your letter of May igth, I submitted your letter to my attorney, as I 

do all contracts and agreements before I enter into the final phase of them.2 I was 
most astounded at his reaction to my having an agent in connection with my 
speaking engagements at this time. His reasons were many and to me, in most in- 
stances, logical. 

His major objection to my entering into the commercial lecture field was my 
ecclesiastical position. He felt that as an ordained clergyman, it would not be fea- 
sible for me to enter into an agreement to diseminate the message I had to give 
on the basis of what potential listeners would have to pay. 

He pointed out that, psychologically, it would be very poor public relations and 
spiritual relations too, for clergymen all over the country to be able to say to their 
people . . . “We want to hear Martin Luther King’s message, but we are a poor 
people, and we cannot afford to pay him the amount he asks to bring this mes- 
sage to us.” It would, he said, be tantamount to putting a price tag on the oppor- 
tunity to learn about nonviolence, the subject nearest and dearest to my heart. It 
would be a direct antithesis to the ethics of the teaching of nonviolence accord- 
ing to Gandhi, the man whose ideals I try to emulate. 

He reminded me that, having an agent, I would not be able to do the thing 
which I have been doing all year. . going to places that could not afford even my 
traveling expenses and speaking to young people who are potential leaders. In 
many of these instances, I was so spent, physically, that I could not accept a speak- 
ing engagement. . . even for a very large fee. 

My attorney pointed out that until I reach the point where I feel I could dis- 
pense with a great many of these “no fee, no expense funds” speaking agree- 
ments, it would not be fair to have an agent, for he too, must earn a livlihood. 

He reminded me that because of my great sense of responsibility and obliga- 
tion, I would be in a constant state of turmoil and conflict, trying on the one hand 
to do the right thing by my agent, and on the other hand spending a large part 
of my time speaking whenever and wherever I felt the seed of my message needed 
sowing . . . regardless of any monetary consideration or ability to pay. 

These are some of the points my attorney brought out. There were others. I see 
logic and wisdom in most of them and since his word is final in any business steps 
I take, I must reluctantly say, at this time at least, that I must defer bringing to a 
conclusion any tentative plans I might have had with you. I regret this deeply. 

Please believe that if at any time in the future my status changes so that I might 
require an agent, I will give the Bradford P. Laws Associates first consideration. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2gA. 

2. King likely referred the matter to Stanley Levison. 
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